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In the many definitions that are accompanied with nursing, in addition to the
scientific aspect, art has aways been mentioned. Since Florence Nightingale
introduced nursing as an art, several theorists have emphasized the aesthetic
aspect of nursing in their literature. However, many experts believe that the
word "art" has been accepted in nursing without deep thought and criticism.

To judge the statement: "Nursing is an art", it seems that it is necessary to
review the similarities and differences of "art" concept in nursing and other
fields literature. Art has a complex and multidimensional meaning that is the
backbone of many theories presented; however, they each have their own
strengths and weaknesses. Nursing has artistic properties;, but this
characteristic is referred to as folk art and not to specific features of art. In
comparing these theories with the concept of art used in nursing, it is
essential to note that art in nursing refers to skills of nursing. In other words,
nursing is not akind of fine art.

From the aesthetic perspective, nursing can be easily defined as a form of
art; however, we must put great importance in the inseparable words of
"aesthetic" and "art of nursing”. With such a connection, we are able to
introduce and capture the true spirit of both art and nursing. In this article,
we have reviewed the most important definitions and theories of art as a
"specific term”, and as "skill", where they have linked nursing to art.

m_salsdi@hotmail.com  Moreover, we have discussed their similarities and differences.
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