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The effect of empathy skill training on clinical
competence in midwifery students

Rahele Ezzati"’, Mahin Tafazoli!, Seyed Reza M azlom? Negar Asghari Pour?

Abstract
Articletype: Background & Aim: Clinica competence is the ability to perform
Original Article professiona tasks and coordinate cognitive, communication and psycho-

Received: Mar. 2020 ~ Motion skills in patient care, and empathy is one of the factors

Accepted: May 2020 influencing clinical competence. Given the role of clinical competencein

ePublished: 23Nov. 2020 the quality of midwifery care, this study aimed to determine the effect of
empathy skill training on clinical competence in midwifery students
Methods & Materials: This randomized clinical trial study was
conducted on 73 midwifery students and 438 pregnant women in 2015.
A clinical competence questionnaire was used to assess the clinica
competence of the students, which was completed in two ways by self-
assessment and researcher assessment (after reviewing the student's
performance for 3 times). Data were anayzed by chi-square test,
independent t-test and paired t-test using the SPSS software version 16.
Results: There was no significant difference between the two groups in
the mean score of clinical competence in the ways of self-assessment
and assessment by the researcher before the intervention (P>0.05).
Results from the post-intervention showed that there was significant
difference between the two groups. However, the clinical competence
score by the researcher assessment in the intervention group was
significantly higher than in the control group (P<0.05). Also, the
difference in the mean scores of the self-assessment of clinical
competence before and after the intervention between the two groups
was not significant (P>0.05), but the difference in the mean scores of
the researcher assessment of clinical competence before and after the

Corresponding author: intervention between the two groups was significant (P<0.05).

Rahele Ezzati Conclusion: Empathy skill training is an effective way to incresse the

e-mail: clinical competence of students.

Ezzatiroll@mumsacir - Clinical trial registry: IRCT 2016051127855N1

Key words empathy, clinica competence, midwifery, health
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