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Background & Aim: Women with cancer face many stresses. Social
support can facilitate coping skills and improve active coping
strategies. The purpose of this study was to assess perceived stress and
its relationship with perceived social support in women undergoing

e-Published: 24 Nov. 2018  chemotherapy for genital cancers.
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Methods & Materials: This descriptive, correlational study was
conducted from March to May 2016 on 151 patients undergoing
chemotherapy for gynecologic cancers in oncology wards of Alzahra
and Shahid Ghazi hospitalsin Tabriz. The perceived stress scale (PSS)
and perceived social support scale (PRQ-85-part2) were completed
through interviews with patients. Data analysis was performed using
the Pearson correlation test, one-way ANOV A and independent t-test.
Results: Mean (and standard deviation) total score of perceived stress
for women was 42.26 (3.97) in the score range of 0-56. Mean (and
standard deviation) total score of perceived social support for women
was 127.55 (16.64) in the score range of 25-175. Based on the Pearson
corrdation test, no dtatistically significant correlation was observed
between perceived stress and perceived socia support (P=0.324, r=0.08).
Conclusion: The findings indicated that the perceived stress score for
women with genital cancers was high. Nevertheless, no relationship
was observed between perceived stress and perceived social support.
Therefore, further studies are needed in this area.

Key words: gynecologic neoplasms, perceived stress, perceived social
support, chemotherapy
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